PROPOSALS. 


Tea even at home in Scotland now North Britain, in ſome places in the Highland: 
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1204 cZONCERNING | 


The propagating of Chriſtian Know- 
ledge, in the Highlands and Iſlands of 
Scotland and Forraign Parts of the | 


World. | 
HARITY is an acknowledged Duty among all Men: Not only 6. 4 e v4 | 
Chriſtians,but Jews and Mahumetans, yea Heathens commend it: . 4 » 7m | 


But none have ſo great Obligations, or fo enticeing Engagements, . f « 15 | 


or ſo ſttong Encouragements to it asChriſtians have. For not only a 
Treaſute in Heaven is promiſed, and at the final reckoning a 
ſpecial regard is had thereto, but aſſurance given by the Promiſes, of this 


Life alſo, that liberal giving for charitable and pious Uſes is the beſt way to 1 

ſecure and encreaſe what men have. | 1 
But among all the lovely Branches of Charity, Spiritual Charity, or that 1 

which tendeih to promote the good of Mens Souls and their Edification and | 


23+ 78. 296. 
Salvation, is the molt excellent aud worthy; Seing by this God is moſt aloribed, = © — | 
and Mans, rcatcitand chic good is moſt promoted; And nothing berter 7 2 | 
Chriſtianity. 2 Cor.9. 13. yet it is matter of fad Lamtentation that tho? es | 
the Objects and Occaſions of this be many and obvious; yet the Exerciſe % 4 Mew | 


a Neb. 6- 10 Mets 
and Practice thereof is too much neglected. v % 


It ſhould move Pity and Compathon, that fo great a part of the World is 
to this day living in Ignorance, and without the Knowledge of the true God, | 
and of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and fo periſhing for lacks of Knowledge. 

And it is matter of great Grief and Sorrow of Heart, that even among 
them who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, there ſhould be in many parts ſuch 
Ignorance, Error and Corruption in Dodrine, Worſhip and Practice, that ir 
is no eaſy thing to find Chriſtian Religion in the midſt of profeſſed Chriſtians, 

There are alſo ſad Complaints, that in diverſe of the Plantations in Ameries 
there is great want of the means of Knowledge, and Paſtors to teach them. 


* 


and Hands, by reaſon of Batbarity and Ignorance, many ate little better than In. 
fidels, and in many places Popery ſpreadeth, to the great Grief of ſuch as love the 
Truth; Yea ſome places were never reformed from Popery ; Aud notwithſt nd. 
ing of all the proviſion made by Law, there is need of more Schools: ſome par ſhes 
being of ſo vaſt bounds ; many of them being 20 or 30 Miles in length, and 
ſome of greater Extent : So that chey cannot all reſort ro one School, neither 
is there proviſion for Educating and Maintaining of poor young, Ones, who 


growing up in Ignorance are afterward eaſily drawn away to Thieving, Rob. 
bery and other Diſorders and Vices, which by the bleſſing of GOD, on good 


Education and InftruQticn, might be prevented and reformed, and ſuch made 
uſeful both in Church and State. | 
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Surely, Theſe who with arc en 6 the great 2rd glorious Pro- 
miſes, concerning the Kingdom of the Mete, contained in % Chap. 11. C. 40 
and 54, and 60, and 65, and 66, and that clear and full Prophely with the Pro- 
miſes, Rom. 11. Beſides other Scriptu es, may fee ground to hope for 
better and greater things yet to come, as to the encreaſe of the true Know- 
ledge of GOD, and its filling the Earth, and the Kingdoms of the World's 
becomiag the Kingdoms of our Lord; And all who love the Honour of Gcd, 
and: of our Lord jeſus Chriſt, and the Salvation of Souls, ſhould not only 
defire and Pray for this delightful Rare of the World, but as Workers toge- 
ther with God for it, uſe all other Endeavours ſutable, as they are able, 

for promoving the lame. 
And the forwardneſs of others ſhould provoke our Zeal. The Romiſh 
Church have their Congregatio de propaganda fide, and boaſt much of their La- 
bours and ſucceſs in Converſions, And it cannot be deny ed they uſe great Dili- 
gence ; like the Phariſees, they compaſs Sea and Land to make Proſelites, and 
it were to be wiſhed, there were notground to add concerning them, the 

like Character as Matth. 23.15. | 

5 But as it may be juſtly believed, that Popery is not Chriſtianity,ſo ſome of their 
C..-; own Writers have confeſſed, that the Chriſtian Religion hath not been by them 
duely Preached in the Ide: * And it is well known that Barr Caſas aBiſhop 
e ee, of their own, complaineth, that the unheard of Cruelties and Covetoufneſs of 


p<ze 200. «14 the Spaniard bred woeful prejudice, both again(t the Chriſtians God, and their 
Hell L Religion in the Weſt-Indies : And the Jeſurres their allowing (ſutableenough to 
c. 3. the Doctrine of directing the Intention) Converts in the Eaſt Indies, and 
China, to give External Worſhip to their Idols, Cacin, Choan, & Reun Fucun, + 
ebe If they had inthe mean time an Image of Chriſt under their Coat, and in their 
Sher upon con. Intention, did direct their Worſhip theroto: was ſuch a Reproach to the 
yin; by foe Purity, Sincerity and Candor of the Chriſtian Religion, as was even diſclaimed 
we: Aw t546, at Rome: Tho' it is poſſible, that by ſome others of them Chriſt may be 
Cen # Prenched. ED LIT? | : 

— Some alſo of the Datch from the united Provinces, have Laboured for the 
:Converſion of the Ind/ans, with comfortable ſucceſs in ſome parts: ſee a Com- 

pend of the Hiſtory of this in Peter Yan Maitricht”s Theol, Hift. Page 1054, 
And the Labours of the Famous Mr. Eliot and others in New-Exgland, and 
their comfortable ' Succeſs among the Americans is known, for which they 
have Praiſe in the Church of Chriſt; See Magnal: Americ. And in Engiand how 
- "South Britain, there hath been a few years ſincs, ane Honourable Sosiety of 
Charitable Perſons Erected for propagating Chriftian Knowledge, who to- 
gether with others, in a ſhort time have done wonderful things, both at Home 
and in Forreign Parts by way of Miſſion, and by Erecting Charity Schools and 

Libraries, and diſperſing good Books, for Retorming of Manners © 
No this Zeal of others hath excited ſome here in Scorland to ſerious 
- "Thoughts, what may be done among us for ſo Holy and excehent a 
- -Deſign, And fome Honourable and Charitable Perſons in and about Edin- 
burg h, have it much on their Thoughts, to do what they can in Imitation 
of others for propagatingChriſtian Knowledge, and ſome young perſons ſeem 
graciouſly enclined to offer their Service, even to Travel to Forreign Parts on 
ſuch a great Defign : And the late Generel Aſſembly of this Church taking no- 
tie of theſe things, did judge it their Duty, to commit to ſome, to do What 


- 


they could for promoving fo good and great a Work. 
And upon due Confideration, it will be found, that this is not only the Duty 
of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, but of private Chriſtians, as God gives opportu- 
; nity 
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rtv, and abili:y to promove this great Work, for ad vanceing the Kingdom 
ö of Chriſt, and the Inſtruction and Salvation of Souls: And its obſervable, that 
t it is one of the Jens maxims, that the Prayer in which there is no mention 
made of the Kingdom of God, is no Prayer at all. Neither is it our Duty, only 
to Pray tor the {uccels of ſuch a Defign, but to join other ſutable endeavours; 
And particularly by ready chearful and liberal Contributions, as God proſpe- 
reth every one, to help it fore ward. 

In order whereunto it is thought fit to invite, as hereby are Invited, Al 
Charitable Perſons, whom God enableth, and whoſe Heart may be made wil - 
, ling tocontribute to it, And ſuch may be aſſured, this is not the way todiminiſh, | 

but to encteaſe their Subſtance, Luke 6.38. Prov. 3.9, 10. Chap. 11. 24, 25, 
| that God will not forget it, H-6. 6. 10. but will reckon it as lent te himſeli, and | 
will ſurely repay it, Prov 19,17 And we are aſſured by the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 
9. 6. that he who ſoweth ſpairingly {hall reap ſpairingly, and he who ſoweth 
bountifully ſhall reap bountifully. | | 
And as GOD Commandeth, and Commendeth ſuch Service of Charity, 
and encourapgeth thereto,by many great and precious Promiſes, and makes ſuch 
account of it at the !aſt Judgement; fo it doth at preſent yeild much ſweet 
Peace and Pleaſure: And ſuch may not only have the Comfort, that is pre- 
| ſently in welt. doing, but of ſeing it's Fruit? And the Comfortable 
Effects thereof, among others, at the great Day of Retribution. 
And who knoweth how great encreaſe may be from ſmall beginnings: the 
Famous and Pious Auguſtus Hermannus Franck, Profeſſor of Divinity, and 
Miniſter of Glaucha near Hall, in the Dominions of the King of Praſſia: His 
Labour and Succeſs, in Building the Hcſpital ig Glauchanear Hall of Saxom, is 
a notable inſtance of the Divine Providence, for them, who truſt in God, in 
their Undertaking, of any great and good Deſign: See of this Pietas Hallenfis; 
By Reading of which, every welt diſpoſed Perſon will be muah delight. 
ed, by the account there given, of the Glorious Train of ſurpriſing Providences 
in behalf of chat Pious and Charitable Undertaking, which was not begun 
with a fertled Fund laid up before, but with a hearty dependence on the Provi- 
dence of God, which hath been ſo illuſtriouſly viſible, both in the Building 
and Proviſion thereof, that the Report of it hath inclined all ſorts of Perſons, 
to ſupport the Work then begun; Yea on the hearing of it, fome Charitable 
Perſons have ſent from England, and other Remoter Places for their Help. | 
And though the Deſign began, but Anno 1695, yet the account in the year 1704, | 
| beareth that the number ot the Children in the Hoſpital, and in the Ten 
Schools were 988, and that theſe who have their Maintainance free, Maſters 
and Schollars ſubſiſting on the Stock of Divine Providence were 360, and 
this Pious Man Herman Frank Miniſter there, the chief Promoter of that 
Work, tells it hath often hapned, rhat he had not one farthing left, tho* the 
next day, the Steward was to go to Mercat to buy Proviſion for near 300 Per- 
ſons, yet then help came, and oft they knew not from what hand. | 
The Deſign of Charity Schools in Exgland was at firſt projected by a private 
Per ſon or tWo, and tryed in one ſingle Pariſh in London, and tho? it be but 
about Ten Years ſince the Deſigu was firit laid, yet already there be within the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and Ten Miles about, 64 Charity Schools, 
in which there be con- ſtantly Maintained above i50ofBoys, and near a 1000 
Girles, and according to this Example in other Remoter parts of England, 
there be about 140 Charity Schools of the like nature, wherein about 3000 
poor Children have been freely Taught, and a great part of them Main- 
tained and Cloathed : There is alſo accouuts of ſuch Charity Schools in Dabline 
in Ireland, yea, and that the like Charity Schools are ſetting up in Holland, 
Switzerland, Pruſſia, Saxony, and even in Maſcovis. 
The 
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The Importance of free Schools in 15 Flighlands and Iſlands, by which the 
Youth might be laſtructed in the firſt Principles of Religion; And alſo tothe im. 
proving of Morality and Civility, hath been already touched, and cannot, but 
be very concerning to all, more particularly acquainted wr h thefe Bounds. 

Now, for promoting and effectuating ſo good and great a Deſign : This 
Papkr is publiſhed, that all perſons whoſe Hearts God ſhall incline, may 
chearfully ſubſcribe, for ſuch Sums of their Benevolence, as they ſhall think 
fit; And therefore printed Doubles heteof are ſent to all the Predbytries within 
Scotland, to the effect that Miniſters may propoſe this good Work to thoſe 
within their Baunds, and deal with piouſly inclined perſons for obtain- 
ing their Concurrence and getting their Sublcriptions, And what is thus 
deſigned and propoſed to be done in Scotland tor the Ends abovementio- 
ned, is humbly recommended to all charitably inclined Chriſtians in Neigh- 
bouring Churches, for cheir Concurrenceand Aſſiſtance in carrying oo, and 
advanceing the fame, both here and elſe where. 


Follows the Paper to be Sub'cribed. 
Underſubſcribers, Conſidering that there is a Charitable 


H W- 
. Deſian in that part of Brittain called Scotland, for Pro- 


moting Chriſtian Knowledge, by Schools and other ways, in 
the Highlands end Ifles : As alſo, in ſuch places Abroad, as are 
deſtitute of the ordinary means; If the Fund to be raiſed by Subſcripti- 
tions do amount 10 a ſufficient Proviſion: And likewiſe, that a good and 


ſure Met bod ic hereby laid. down, for the laying out the Contributions 


to this end; which tends ſo much to the Glory of God, the good of Souls, 
and even the T emporal Intereſts of this Kingdom: Therefore, we 
oblige us for the Reſpect ive Sums ſubjoined to our ſeveral Subſcriptions, 
And that upon the following Conditions, viz. 1 mo. That the Truſtees for 
Adminiſtration of the Fund, for the uſes above-ſpecified, be Named, out 
the Subſcribers, by the Preſident and Senators of the Colledge of Ju- 


2 commonly called the Lords of S ſion; with ſuch Powers agreeable 


to the Conſtitution of Church and State, as their Lord(hips ſhall Judge 
reaſonable. 2do. That Her Majeſties Letters Patent be obtained for 
the better Eſtabliſhing of this Pious Project, with the Lords of Seſſron 
their ſaid Nomination and Powers abovementioned, 3tio. That 
the Sums contained in our particular Subſcriptions, ſhall not be payable 
till the Subſcriptions amount to One Thouſand pounds ſterling of 
Stock, for the beginning of this Work; And until the Trutces, 
to be Named by the Lords of Seſſion, and Eſtabliſhed by Her 
Majeſty as aforeſaid, Do Intimate the ſame to us by their Collector, 


who is lo give Security for his Fidelity and Diligence. 


